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Executive Board 

Honorary President:  Karen Thoms  

President: Holly Cook 

1st Vice President: Kathie Burns  

2nd Vice President:  Vacant 

Treasurer: Elizabeth Mulvihill  

Secretary: Heather L.   

Parliamentarian: Melinda Rau  

 

President’s Message 

Aloha Hui Members! 
 

Wa-Hoo! What an amazing start to the Hui year we’ve had! Thank you all for your fab-
ulous support and attendance. Our “Living the HI life” September luncheon was in-
credibly well attended. A huge thank you to our speaker, Mrs. Jeannine Wiercinski, 
for her incredibly heartwarming and entertaining speech about being a military 
spouse, “leaving the gates”, “did you know Hawaii has mountains?”, and her Thanks-
giving turkey! Congrats to Liz Jacobsen for winning the beautiful Pineapple cheese 
board and Lynette Davidson for winning the $20 Boutiki gift card! 
 

Up next was our Newcomers brunch, where over 50 new members were welcomed at 
the beautiful home of our Honorary President, Karen Thoms. I hope everyone “figured 
out who they were”, got to meet a lot of new people in the process, and enjoyed tour-
ing her historic home on Palm Circle! 
 

You won’t want to miss the exciting Hui Holidays October luncheon and shopping ex-
travaganza on Wednesday, October 18th  at the Historic Hickam Officers Club. There 
will be vendors galore and an exciting announcement about one of our upcoming Hol-
iday events. Be sure to get your RSVP in early for an entry into the Early Bird drawing. 
Don’t forget to shop at the Thrift shop and bring your receipts for the Thrift Shop 
shopping drawing. Also, remember thrift shop volunteers will be entered into a spe-
cial drawing  – congrats and THANK YOU to Peggy Jo for winning that drawing last 
month! 
 

We are continuing to gather supplies for our adopted school – Kalihi Elementary. This 

month,  we need school supplies (pencils, crayons, markers, folders, paper, etc..) children 

sized flip flops, and monetary donations to fund additional classroom supplies  - bring 

these items with you to the luncheon.  We will be presenting  all of these items at our No-

vember Outreach Event on the evening of Friday, November 17 at the Hale Ikena to the 

Kalihi Elementary School Principal. 

 

The Hui’s annual Wreaths Across America campaign will kick off this month. Be on 
the lookout for more info from our new Special Activities Chairs, Tricia and Tish. 
 
We are thrilled to announce that our Hui board is completely full! Still want to get in-
volved? Please let a board member know and sign up to help out on a committee or 
two! 
 
The very popular Sub Clubs have added two more to their ranks – Paddling club led 
by Jaime Ross; and the Mommy and Me club led by Orlin Perez Parra. Sign up sheets 
will be available at the luncheon—see page 5 for their contact information.  
  
Thank you for being a part of the Hui and making this the BEST CLUB on the island! 
This is YOUR club! Your Hui Board has worked hard to bring you a stellar line up of 
diverse activities this year that we hope will interest all of our members. Please con-
tinue to give us feedback throughout the year. We look forward to making each event 
as special as possible for you, our members. 
Mahalo – see you all at Hui Holidays! 
 
 
Holly Cook 
2017-18 President 

The Fort Shafter Hui 

 

October 2017 

Bringing it Home Season 

Celebrating 86 Years 

ALOHA, FRIENDSHIP & SERVICE 



When: Wednesday, October 18th 
 

Where: The Historic Hickam Officer's Club 

Grand Lanai 
 

Time: 10AM to 1PM 
 

Theme: "Hui Holidays" - a shopping extravagan-

za!  
 

Cost: $25  

 

Lunch Menu Options:  

Option A:  Fruits, Nuts and Greens: Endive and Radic-

cio salad with sliced herb Chicken Breast, Roasted 

Apples, Watercress, Candied Pecans, Grapes, Crum-

bled Bleu Cheese drizzled with Toasted Almond Vinai-

grette. 

Option B:  Vegetarian's Twist:  Fresh Greens and To-

matoes tossed with Creamy Balsamic Vinaigrette, 

Vegetarian Lasagna-Layers of Roasted Vegetables, 

Pasta, Tomatoe Sauce and Blend of Cheeses. 

 

EARLY BIRD RSVP by October 6th for an exclu-

sive drawing.   

RSVP NLT October 11th! 
 

Don't forget!  A reservation made is a reserva-

tion paid! 

 

For those of you new to the island - in order for 

your gifts to arrive on the mainland in time for 

the holidays, and not pay exorbitant prices for 

shipping, they need to be sent off in October. 

This luncheon will afford you the opportunity to 

purchase Hawaiian gifts for your family and 

friends and get them shipped off to the main-

land in time for the holidays. We will have many 

vendors on site that will assist you in your early 

holiday shopping.  

 

             

We will also be continuing to gather supplies for 

our adopted school – Kalihi Elementary. Please 

bring shoes in children’s sizes, board games, 

puzzles and stuffed animals – new or gently 

used. For each item you bring you’ll receive an 

additional opportunity ticket . 

 

Please read our Reservations Policy on our 

website for details for making reservations, 

cancelations, and meeting deadlines.   

 

Questions: Candi McDonald at huiowhinereser-

vations@gmail.com 

 

 
      

Makana means gift, present 
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Karen Thoms (Christrup) is the Hui’s Honorary President. Not only is she a military spouse, but she also proudly 
served and retired as an Army officer.  Her distinguished career and personal life has taken her around the world.  We 
are fortunate that she has landed here in Hawaii to help advise and support the Hui as it embarks on our season of 
“bringing it home”.   
 

Karen grew up in Missouri and attended the University of Missouri in Springfield and achieved Distinguished Military 
Graduate status through the ROTC program.  She was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Signal Corps where served in 
tactical units as a platoon leader, company executive officer, and battalion adjutant in Germany. At Fort Riley, Kansas, Karen was the first 
woman assigned as a brigade signal officer in the 1st Infantry Division. Afterward, Karen commanded a company in the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion signal battalion. Following command, Karen was selected for advanced civil schooling where she earned her Master’s degree in Phi-
losophy from Louisiana State University. She was then assigned to West Point where she taught Philosophy and English, and coached the 
Debate Team.  As a Major, Karen was selected to be the Executive Officer of the Pittsburgh Recruiting battalion.  She then was assigned to 
the DOD Inspector General’s office, where she led an investigation on human trafficking. She produced the “Assessment of DOD Efforts to 
Combat Trafficking in Persons,” both Phase I (Korea) and Phase II (Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo). She also wrote the first DOD policy 
regarding human trafficking, which raised awareness of the problem and influenced policy changes in numerous governmental agencies.   
 

Karen then returned to West Point as a senior faculty member, where she once again taught both English and Philosophy.  There she mar-
ried Larry Thoms, and they travelled to Russia to adopt their son Jack. Karen retired in 2008 to be a stay-home mom as the family moved 
to Wisconsin, where Karen was a room mother and frequent school volunteer, a Cub Scout Den Leader, and a student at University of Wis-
consin – Milwaukee.  As the wife of an Army officer, she also experienced two years of deployment time.  Now that she has returned to Ha-
waii she keeps very busy with her son by volunteering at Shafter Elementary School and assisting with the PHH MWR youth tennis team.  

Spotlight on….The Hui Honorary President 

Community Events and Hui Events….Save the Date:  

 October 4th, Santa Singers, Red Hill Community Center, 5:30PM 

 October 12th, National Night Out, AMR 

 October 13th  - Zombie 5K run, Schofield Barracks, 6:30pm https://hawaii.armymwr.com/calendar/event/zombie-run-
5k/1475620/17296 

 October 14th, Yard Sale Mania, 8AM-3PM 
 November 4 42nd Annual Hickam Arts & Crafts Center's Fall Craft Fair, 9AM-3PM 

 November 17th—Hui’s evening family event "Thanks and Giving"  at the  Hale Ikena on 5-8pm 
 

OCOTBER LUNCHEON INFORMATION 

Karen Thoms at the 

Newcomers’ Brunch 

https://hawaii.armymwr.com/calendar/event/zombie-run-5k/1475620/17296
https://hawaii.armymwr.com/calendar/event/zombie-run-5k/1475620/17296


September Luncheon: Living the HI Life 

Did you know…..The Hui  

annually awards merit scholarships in 

two categories:  

 

1. MERIT SCHOLARSHIP FOR TRADITIONAL 

STUDENTS Those who are currently High 

School Seniors or College Students (Graduate 

or Undergraduate) who have never taken 

a  break from school and are enrolled 

or have applied for enrollment in a 

qualifying college, university or voca-

tional school.  

 

2.MERIT SCHOLARSHIP FOR CONTINUING 

EDUCATION  

Hui O’Wahine members or their spouses 

who have taken a break in their education and 

are now continuing full- or part-time in a qualify-

ing college, university or vocational school.  

 

 

 

For More information visit the Hui’s website at: 

http://www.huispirit.com/

scholarshipwelfare.html 
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Our September luncheon had a fantastic turnout!  We enjoyed a buffet lunch, great conversation, and Jeanine Wierc-

inski  gave an energizing, uplifting keynote address.  Birthday, anniversaries, and opportunity drawings gave the mem-

bers multiple ways to celebrate. Our vendors highlighted Hawaiian craft makers as they displayed their wares of art, 

glass, jewelry, and fabrics.  Here are just a few of the highlights:  



October  
Celebrations 

Birthdays                 
Hau‘oli lā Hānau   
9th - Francis Chavez  

10th - Candi McDonald  
11th - Kailyn  Anderson  

25th - Tricia Rapp  
26th - Anna Courie  

29th - Denise Laakmann                                     

Anniversaries          
Hau‘oli lā Ho‘omana‘o   

16th – Leah McRae  
16th – Ann Berg  

18th – Jennifer Dawber  
25th – Tiffany Camba  

29th – Muffy Patterson  

The Hui Hiking Club - First Hike of 
the Season 
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On Friday, September 8th, the the Hiking Club met at the Fort Shafter Gas Station at 

8:30AM and proceeded to hike Radar Hill.  They took the trail by Simpson Housing and 

hiked for 2 hours.  Even though the trail is marked as easy, it did have a steady incline.  

The hikers  got a great workout while seeing great views.  The hiking club would love for 

you to join them  on either or both of their two hikes a month - but remember to al-

ways bring plenty of water and sunscreen.  

Check the Hui out 
online:  

www.huispirit.com 
www.facebook.com/
TheFortShafterHui 

Honorary President, Karen Thoms, opened her home on Palm Circle to the Hui’s 

newcomers.  Members played a fun ice breaker game and ate delicious food.  A 

great time was had by all!  



5 

Sub Club Contacts 

Book Club Kim Ellis 
(kimellis@me.com) 

Mai Tai Grub 
Club 

Liz Jacobsen and Joy  
Hollinrake 
(lizgkjake@gmail.com) 

Cooking 
Club

Joy Hollinrake 
(mjoyhollinrake4@gmail.c
om) 

Mommy and 
Me Club  

Orlin Perez Parra 
 

Garden 
Club  

Elizabeth M 
(screamingosprey@gmail.c
om)  

Movie Club Peggy Jo (peggyjo@ 
hawaii.rr.com) and  
Lois Lynn (LSDEUEL@hotmail.com) 

Hiking 
Club 

Tracie Mattison 
(theresa_a_mattison@yah
oo.com) 
Araceli Wilson 
(tacewilson@ 
yahoo.com) 

Paddling Club  Jamie Ross 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
Book Club 

Book:  

The Promise 

7PM 

3 4 5 6 
Early Bird  Lunch-

eon  Reservation  

 

Hiking Club— 

Makiki Valley Loop 

Trail.  
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Movie Club 

Ward theatre  

Movie TBD 

Approximately 7PM 

8 9 10 

Cooking Club 

“Fry Baby Fry” 

10AM 

11 
Reservation deadline 

for luncheon 

 

Paddling Club meets 

12 13 
Last day to make 

luncheon  

reservation 

14 

15 16 17 18 
Luncheon: Hui 

Holidays  
(Hickam Officer Club) 

10AM-1PM 

19 20 
Hiking Club—  

Trail TBD 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

October 2017 
Do you have information to share in 

the newsletter?   

Contact Lynda Herrera 

(huiowahinenewsletter@gmail.com) 

mailto:lizgkjake@gmail.com
mailto:screamingosprey@gmail.com
mailto:screamingosprey@gmail.com
mailto:peggyjo@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:peggyjo@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:LSDEUEL@hotmail.com


Fort Shafter Thrift Store 

Don’t forget about the Fort Shafter Thrift Store located on 

Pierce Street, Building 342 on Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday 

from 9AM-1PM.   

The Thrift Store accepts consignments by appointment only on 

Tuesday and Thursday from 9AM—12PM in 30 minute incre-

ments.  Call   808-842-1074 to make an appointment.   

For more information visit the Hui website OR the Thrift Store 

Facebook Page 
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 Welcome Volunteers!!! 

I am the volunteer coordinator for the Hui.  I am looking forward to another great 

year of volunteering. It is my hope this year to offer you multiple opportunities to 

share your talents and time with our installation and surrounding community. There 

truly is a way for every type of volunteer to contribute to the world around us. Vol-

unteers give their time for a variety of reasons but one thing most volunteers have 

in 

common is not being consistent at tracking their volunteer hours. As a consistent 

volunteer for more than 30 years, I can honestly say that I am not very good at tracking my hours. There are a variety of tools out there so 

everyone can find a method that works best for them but the key is to actually do it!  

Why should we track our hours? 

1) Accountability – Tracking your hours not only keeps you accountable for your time to an organization, but it also encourages accountability 

in the organization for effective management of their volunteer work force. An unpaid work force does not mean there are no skills or experi-

ence. Tracking your time puts a quantifiable number on the skills and experience that benefit an 

organization and help that organization meet their mission. 

2) Value – Lean 6 Sigma (a methodology that eliminates managerial waste) teaches that what we don’t measure, we don’t value. By measur-

ing our time we communicate our contributions to the organization. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, only 25% of the population 

volunteers and each volunteer hour is worth $24 per hour.  Know your value, only if it’s a tally on your calendar. 

How do I track my hours?  

Start tracking your hours by using the Volunteer Management Information System (VMIS). You may access the VMIS system through Army 

One Source, www.myarmyonesource.com. Create your personal account, apply for volunteer positions and track your hours through the sys-

tem. I will be able to add volunteer positions in the system, approve requests for volunteer roles, and certify hours on a monthly basis. Enter 

your hours by the 25th of each month so I can certify them. 

Where is one place I can volunteer?  

Fort Shafter Thrift Shop is always in need of volunteers to help in the store. The Fort Shafter Thrift Shop is the primary source of funds for 

distribution for Hui scholarships and welfare donations. Volunteers make it possible for the Thrift Shop to earn those funds. Contact the Fort 

Shafter Thrift Shop for more information on volunteering. You can find them on Facebook at “Fort Shafter Thrift Shop” or on our website at  

http://www.huispirit.com/thrift-shop.html 

Thank you for sharing your time and talents. 

Your Volunteer Coordinator, 

Milinda Rau 

Hui Volunteer Coordinator 



OUR ADVERTISERS 
Please frequent our advertisers - their purchase of advertising in the newsletter and website provide 

funding for the club’s scholarships and welfare grants.  
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To advertise in our newsletter:  

Visit our website http://www.huispirit.com/hui-

newsletter.html for information 

WHY IS THIS AREA BLANK???  
Know a business that would like to advertise in our 

newsletter?   

Have them sign up to advertise in our newsletter and 

you will receive a free opportunity ticket for our oppor-

tunity drawing at our next luncheon. 



 Hui Board Directory 

Position Name Hui Gmail 
Honorary President Karen  

Thoms 
hui.honorarypresident@gmail.com 

President Holly  
Cook 

hui.prez@gmail.com 

1st Vice President Kathie  
Burns 

huiowahinefirstvp@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President Jaime  
Ross 

huifs2vp@gmail.com 

Secretary Heather Leiendeck-
er 

huiowahinesecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer Elizabeth  
Mulvihill 

huiowahinetreasurer@gmail.com 

Parliamentarian Milinda  
Rau 

huiowahineparliamentaran@gmail.com 

Thrift Shop  
Advisor 

Araceli  
Wilson 

hui.tsadvisor@gmail.com 

Welfare Kesha  
Jaramillo 

huiowahinewelfare2@gmail.com 

Historian Orlin  
Perez Parra 

huiowahinehistorian@gmail.com 

Membership  
Co-Chair 

Ryan  
Cook 

huiowahinemembership@gmail.com 

Membership  
Co-Chair 

Patti  
Heath 

huiowahinemembership@gmail.com 

Publicity Jamie  
Hasenfang-Allen 

huiowahinepublicity@gmail.com 

Reservations Candi  
McDonald 

huiowahinereservations@gmail.com 

Scholarship Maryrose DeGroot huiowahinescholarships@gmail.com 

Ways and Means Dawn  
Eldred 

huiowahinewaysandmeans@gmail.com 

Hospitality Candi  
McDonald 

huiowahinehospitality@gmail.com 

Newsletter Lynda  
Herrera 

huiowahinenewsletter@gmail.com 

Retired Spouse  
Liaison 

Jeannine  
Wiercinski 

huiowahineretiredspouserep@gmail.com 

Volunteer  
Coordinator 

Milinda  
Rau 

huiowahinevolunteer@gmail.com 

Special Activities  
Co-Chair 

Tricia  
Rapp 

huiowahinespecialactivities@gmail.com 

Special Activities  
Co-Chair 

Tish  
Smith-Walton 

huiowahinespecialactivities@gmail.com 

mailto:hui.prez@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinefirstvp@gmail.com
mailto:huifs2vp@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahineparliamentarian@gmail.com
mailto:hui.tsadvisor@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinewelfare2@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinehistorian@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinemembership@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinepublicity@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinereservations@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinescholarships@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinewaysandmeans@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinehospitality@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinenewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahineretiredspouserep@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinevolunteer@gmail.com
mailto:huiowahinespecialactivities@gmail.com

